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INTERACTIVE PUPPET PERFORMANCE TRACKS

“STOP THE HICCUPS!” 
  5 min. 29 sec.
FOR USE WITH  AXTELL PUPPETS

PROPS NEEDED: DRINKING CUP, SMALL PAPER BAG
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MUSIC, SOUND EFFECTS AND ENGINEERING BY: GREG JACKSON
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LEGAL NOTICE:  By purchasing this routine you have the right to perform this routine and its musical components in live performances only.    Not for use on television or on video productions without written permission.   Limited Warranty of 3 weeks to replace damaged media.  No refunds on electronic media.

© Copyright and Trademark Axtell Expressions, Inc.  All rights reserved.
SEE OTHER AXTRAX PERFORMANCES AVAILABLE FOR AXTELL PUPPETS AT www.axtell.com
PAUSES HAVE BEEN LEFT IN THE RECORDING TO ANTICIPATE AUDIENCE LAUGHTER

YOU CAN MODIFY THE (YOU) LINES TO FIT YOUR PERSONALITY.  REWRITE AND BE CREATIVE!

SOUND ADVICE: You can perform this routine by playing the mp3 on a quality "boom box" portable stereo mp3 player in small areas, or over a professional sound system in large areas such as an auditorium or outside. Do not play on a small inexpensive player because the sound will distort when you try to play it loudly.  

The mp3 should be played with plenty of volume.  Kids will be laughing hard and will miss the routine if it is too quiet, and adults may keep laughter to a minimum for fear of missing parts of the program.  The volume of the mp3 player should be set about the same as if you were speaking over a microphone to be heard by the group, or louder. 

 It is best to have the mp3 played over a public address system and have the soundman preset the volume level to be compatible with your microphone level.

You may want to actively pause the mP3 player during your performance in case you get a large audience laugh (we hope you do) after one of the jokes.  

NOTE: Bring puppet in as it’s singing

Puppet:

I love to sing, oh yes,

My favorite thing is to sing a song,

I love to sing, yes I do!

And I’m sure you’ll want to sing a long….ha, ha, ha, ha

You:        
Hello, boys and girls. This is (NAME OF PUPPET)
(Pretend to drink water from a cup)

P     
What’s that?  (Motioning to your cup) 
Y        
Oh, it’s just water.

P     
Could I have some?

Y        
Oh, sure, (name of puppet).  Everyone needs to drink plenty of water.


P
GULP, GULP, GULP, GULP, GULP

Y        
Are you done yet?

P    
GULP, GULP, GULP, GULP...

Y     
(Disgusted) ARE - YOU - FINISHED - YET?

P   

(Comes up from the cup) Ah, ah, ah, ah… whew!! Ahhh, oh  man!

NOTE: (SHAKE PUPPET’S HEAD from side to side rapidly like a dog shaking off water after a bath)                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Y

(Wipe off your face as if  WATER SPLASHES ON YOU)  
(LAUGHTER)

P
Just a little bit more ...(goes back into cup).

Y        
Unbelievable!

P     
GULP, GULP.GULP...(BLOWS BUBBLES...experimenting with sounds....)
(LAUGHTER)

NOTE:     You roll your eyes and then look at the puppet in disbelief while it plays - Laurel and Hardy style. 

Y        
Okay now, that’s all!  (Remove cup from puppet - set it down)  

P     
(head in the air - begins to gargle) GARGLE, GARGLE, GARGLE…
(LAUGHTER)

NOTE:    Just hold the puppet’s mouth open upward, but turn the head to the side so the audience can see that it’s open.  You can adjust it from side to side and adjust the mouth opening to go with the sound of the gargling.

Y
(Name of puppet), swallow it please, so we can continue.

P:     
(Lips tightly closed looking at you) MMMMMM?

Y     
Swallow it slowly. 

P     
(Big swallow sound). 

Y:     
Not all at once or you might get the….

P     
HICCUP! 
 (LAUGHTER)


Y     
…hiccups.        (LAUGHTER).        Now you’ve done it!


(Get bag.  Use a brown or white paper bag about 6 x 8 x 15 or bigger) 

P     
HICCUP!

Y    
Here, breathe into this bag.
(Put bag over his nose. Still leaving his eyes exposed)  

NOTE:    It will be helpful to break in a bag so it will easily fit around the mouth and allow you to pick it up quickly and put it over his nose without much bother.  PRACTICE.

P
Umm?

Y
Breathe real deep.

P     
(BREATH)    (BREATH)  (HICCUP)  (BREATH)


Hey…hey, what’s this?  HICCUP! (Munch, Munch, Munch!)

NOTE:    With the puppet, shake the bag upside down completely over it so it appears that he’s gone deep into the bag and found something.

Y     
(Pulling off bag)  What are you doing?

P     
(Smacking lips)  I found a donut! HICCUP!
(LAUGHTER)

Y     

This bag didn’t even work.  Huh, I’m going to have to hypnotize you!

P:     
Hypno-what? HICCUP!    (LAUGHTER)


Y     

Hypnotize!  (Name of puppet), look deep into my eyes.              

                             (Presses his face on your face eye to eye – pressing on your nose.)     (LAUGHTER)

Y
(Sounding nasal) Not quite so close, (name of puppet).

P     
HICCUP!
(LAUGHTER)


Y     
Just watch my finger go back and forth…


HYPNOTIZING MUSIC

NOTE:    When the puppet watches, have him look back and forth watching your finger in time with the beat.  When the drums start in, he should be rocking out with body movements back and forth (dancing).  Then he goes into this Egyptian song....  

P     

(Singing into the air wildly)  Du Du Du Du Du Du Du Du Du Du Du … HICCUP!           (LAUGHTER)

Y     
(Name of puppet)! (recompose yourself) You are getting sleepy....

P:     
(YAWN, SMACKS) Sleepy.

Y        
VERY sleepy!

P     
Very sleepy !    Ah…(head drops down)   ZZZZZZZZ (snoring)              (LAUGHTER)


Y        
(To audience)  (name of puppet) is now completely hypnotized.

P     
(Looks up) Yep ! That’s right!  (Drops head).                        (LAUGHTER)


Y        
(Name of puppet), can you hear my voice?

P:     
(Quickly lifts head) Loud and clear! HICCUP!  (Drops head)                  (LAUGHTER)


Y:        
Are you completely hypnotized?

P     
(Head up) I sure am!  I’m VERY hypnotized. HICCUP!  (Drops head).         (LAUGHTER)


Y        
Okay, (name of puppet), now you are....

P     
In fact, I’ve never been so hypnotized in my life! HICCUP! (Drops head).         (LAUGHTER)


Y        
Good. Now, (name of puppet), when I count to three, you will wake up and your hiccups will be gone.

P     
Oh good…HICCUP!


Y     
One...

P     
HICCUP!


Y     
Two…

P     
HICCUP!


Y
Three.

P
(WAKES UP, YAWNS, SMACKS LIPS, Turns to you) …..HICCUP!

Y     
(Disappointed) Oh great… The bag didn’t work, the hypnosis didn’t work…aah! 

P
Well, there’s just got to be something you can do to help with the… HICCUP!...hiccups.

Y
Oh, well there's one more thing I know of to cure the hiccups...but I can't tell you what it is.


P
Oh come on, tell me… HICCUP!

Y
If I tell you it won't work.


P
HICCUP… Please?


Y
I have to scare you.


P
(stares at audience with mouth open and then looks at you.)  HICCUP… Well, you shouldn't have told me.

(LAUGHTER)


Y 
I wasn't going to...


P 
Well go ahead.. HICCUP...scare me.


Y 
(holding a claw hand up to puppet)  OK…um…Boo!   


P 
You've got to be kidding..HICCUP!… Ha, ha, ha, ha!

(LAUGHTER)


Y 
(humiliated) You're not making this very easy.


P 
Well, that wasn’t scary HICCUP!


Y 
Okay, I got it.  You sing something and I’ll try to scare you.


P 
Okay, I love to sing..HICCUP!....hit it maestro!

Vamp starts


puppet starts to get into the music looking at the audience with anticipation, and then quickly turns to see if you are going to scare him at that moment.


Y

Just look out there and sing.   (motion with your hand)


P 
HICCUP..I love to si…. (looks over at you mid-sentence in anticipation of the scare)

Y
Don’t look!


P 
(Turns to audience)  HICCUP! My favorite thing is to HICCUP!   (Turns to you)


Y 
(Name of puppet)!


P 
HICCUP!

Y 
Look out there!


P 
OK…(turns to audience)  I love to sing, HICCUP!


And I’m sure you’ll want to…

Y
(As he’s singing bring a claw hand slowly over and finally grab him wildly)    BOOOO!!!    (LAUGHTER)


P 
AAAAGGGHHHH!!!! Ah…ah…ah…oh, that was good…you really did scare me…wow…huh. Hey look!  My hiccups are gone!

Y 
Finally, for a while I thought you were NEVER going to..HICCUP!  Oh no…HICCUP!


(LAUGHTER at you getting the hiccups now)

CLOSING MUSIC


P  
(As you are putting puppet away)  Ah...ha, ha, ha!   You might try drinking some water…or breathing into a bag, or hypnotism…that would work, yeah!  Or I could scare you!  Hey, do you want me to scare you?..

END

